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praises, world without end.    St Edmund died at Soissy, near Provins in
Champagne, on the i6th of November 1242, according to Godwin, having
been archbishop eight years.   His bowels were buried at Provins; but his
body was conveyed to Pontigny and, after seven days, deposited with great
solemnity.   Many miraculous cures wrought through his intercession pro-
claimed his power with God in the kingdom of his glory, and the saint was
canonized by Innocent V in 1246.    In 1247 his body was taken up and
found entire, and the joints flexible:   it was translated with great pomp
in presence of St Lewis, Queen Blanche, and a number of prelates and
noblemen.    These precious relics remain to this day the glory of that
monastery which, from our saint, is called St Edmund's of Pontigny,
Dom. Martenne, the learned Maurist monk, tells us, that he saw and
examined his body, which is perfectly without the least sign of corruption:
the head is seen naked through a crystal glass;   the rest of the body is
covered by his pontifical garments:  the colour of the flesh is everywhere
very white.   It is placed above the high altar in a shrine of wood, gilt over.
One arm was separated at the desire of St Lewis, who caused it to be shut
in a gold case so as to be seen through crystal glasses.    But the flesh of
this arm is black, which is ascribed to an embalming when it was taker
from the body.   English women were allowed to enter this church, though
the Cistercian Order forbade the entrance of women into their churches,
which now is nowhere observed among them, except in the churches of
Citeaux and Clairvaux. In the treasury at Pontigny are shown St Edmund's
pastoral ring, chalice, and paten;  also his chasuble, or vestment in which
he said mass, which is quite round at the bottom, according to the ancient
form of such vestments.    Martenne adds, that the conservation of this
sacred body free from corruption is evidently miraculous, and cannot be
ascribed to any embalming during above five hundred years, without any
change even in the colour.1    Several miracles wrought through this saint's
intercession, were authentically approved and attested by many English
bishops, as Stephen, a subdeacon who had been six years his secretary,
assures us, who adds:  " Numberless miracles have been performed by his
invocation since his deposition, of the truth whereof I am no less certain
than if I had seen them with my own eyes.'*    One he mentions that was
wrought upon himself.    He had suffered an intolerable toothache, with a
painful inflammation of his left jaw, for two days, without being able to
take any rest till, calling to mind his blessed father Edmund, he with
prayers and tears implored his intercession and quickly fell into a gentle
slumber:   when he waked he found himself perfectly freed from the
toothache and the swelling entirely dissipated.

St Edmund was a great proficient in the school of divine love and
heavenly contemplation, because he learned perfectly to die to himself.

1 See Voy, Litter, de Deux Religieux Bened. pp. 57, 58.